Machine tool SMEs on tech

The Indian Machine Tool Manufacturers’ Association zeroes in on G
technical universities to bring cutting edge technologies to pmcesse.s
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& Indian machine tool
I industry is growing at
over 20 per cent yeaur-on-
year. A number of Indian play-
ers are [ooking at operations
abroad. However, the tech-
nological prowess of the in-
dustry still lags behind the
intellectusal property in the field,
developed elsewhere,

It is difficult for small and
medium enterprises in the sec-
tor to Access culf tech-
nologies. Sensing this, the
Indian Machine Tool Manu-
facturers’ Association (IMT-
MA), the nodal assodation for
the machine tool , hias
taken upon itself the :nsit of
improving the level of tech-
nology implementation. The
body is actively scouting for
parinerships with domestic and
aversess universities and in-
stitutions doing cutting edge
work.

The IMTMA has set up a
technology division at New Del-
hi to address the requirements
of the industry. The division
has recently taken up a joint

IMTMA has recently signed an agreement with another German institute, the Fraunhofer
Institute for Industrial Engineering, based in Stuttgart

programme with the Techni-
cal University of Darmstadtin
Germany on adoption of lean
manufacturing processes by
Indian companies. Two Indi-
an maching tool companies are
currently involved in this joint

IMTMA also led

to Sax-
ploring

a 7-member
ony in Germany forex

similar technology tm»ups.
NK Dhand, president,

IMTMA, said: “India is no
longer jist another asplmm
1o being 4 man

The launch of the Nano by rhe
Tata Group has proved that
innovations can take place in
India as well. For such inno-
vations to be common place,

the machining sector, a crit-
ical input in the manufac-
turing process, needs to
leapfrog its level of technol-
ogy and compete with the best
in the world. That is why we
are partnering overseas in-
stitutions with proven records
of possessing cutting edge in-
tellectual property.”
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