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Ficci lobbies in the US

AmitMitra, secretary-general,
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerceand Industry (Ficci),
whorecentlywaspartofadelega-
tionofindian manufacturersledby
the commerceministerKamal
Nathatthelndo-USSmall&
MediumEntrepreneurs(SMEs)
conclavein Chicago, wantstocon-
vincethe AmericansthatIndians
arenotreallytak-
ingawaytheir
jobssomuchas
creatingthem.
“Indian compa-
niesarebuying
loss-making US

% SMEswhich
P helpsincreating
jobs,"hesaidrecentlyinthe

Capital. Sixty-onedelegatesand

54companieswerepartofthe del-
| egation.IntheUS, thesmall busi-

nessesrepresent99.7%ofall
firms. Thereare 22 .9 millionsmall
businessesinthe US, locatedinvir-
tuallyeveryneighbourhood. Small
businesses createmorethan’50%
ofthenon-farm, private GDPand
create75%ofthenetnewjobsin
the USeconomy, accordingtoa

Ficcisurvey. Indiancompaniesthat

haveinvestedinthe USeconomy

includeTata, Ranbaxy, HCL

Technologies, Mahindra&

Mahindra, Wockhardt, Bharat

ForgeandITCgroupamongoth-

ers.Inindia, the numberofSME

unitsnumber 13 million, account-
ingforabout95%ofthetotal
industrialunits.

Dereservation

Welcoming the governmentof
India (ministry of MSME) movefor
thedereservationof79itemsfrom
thelistof 114itemsreserved for
exclusivemanufacture by theSsl,
Sunil Bharti Mittal, president, CIl,
saidthatitwould enableIndian
industrytocompetewithimports,
achieve economiesofscaleand
createjobopportunities. The de-
clinefrom836itemsin 1994035
in2008inthenumberofreserved
items has beengradualandinline
withthestandforphasedand
gradual dereservation.Numberof
items de-reservedin2005,2006
and2007 were 108, 180and 212
respectively. Althoughthelast
few Union Budgets have
addressedtheissue of
reservationsand havestartedthe
processof dereservation, consid-
eringthatalltheitemsinthe
reserved categoryareintheopen
generallicence category, an expe-
ditedapproachbasedon
completedereservationwas
recommended by Cll,




